
   

 

   

 

President Ursula von der Leyen  

President of the European Commission  

European Commission  

1000 Brussels 

Belgium  
 

CC: 
 

Henna Virkkunen 
Executive Vice-President for Tech Sovereignty, Security and Democracy 
 

Stéphane Séjourné 
Executive Vice-President for Prosperity and Industrial Strategy 
 

Michael McGrath 
Commissioner for Democracy, Justice, the Rule of Law and Consumer Protection 
 

10 September 2026 

 

Dear President von der Leyen, 

 

For generations, European toy companies have earned parents' trust by making children's 

safety their highest priority. Every day, we invest in safer materials, rigorous testing and 

compliance with the EU’s product safety standards – among the strictest in the world, and 

rightfully so. 

 

Yet, due to the proliferation of e-commerce, too many unsafe toys are sold to European 

families through online platforms1. When sellers are untraceable or established outside the 

European Union, no effective actor within the EU can be held accountable by market 

surveillance authorities. The result is a double failure: children are exposed to unsafe toys, 

while responsible European companies are forced to compete against businesses that bear 

none of the costs of compliance. 

 

As the Commission finalises the European Product Act, we ask for your leadership to 

close this accountability gap. 

 

Our ask is that every toy sold to EU consumers should have a clearly identifiable EU-

established economic operator responsible for compliance. Where no such operator 

exists or can be identified, the online platform that chose to facilitate the sale should 

assume that responsibility.  

 

 
1 Toy Industries of Europe’s mystery shopping projects from 2025 found 96% non-compliant and 86% 
unsafe: https://www.toyindustries.eu/the-online-toy-safety-gap-one-year-on/ The online toy safety gap 
– one year on - Toy Industries of Europe  
Toy Industries of Europe’s mystery shopping projects from 2024 found 86% non-compliant and 80% 
unsafe: 80% of toys bought from third-party traders on online marketplaces fail EU safety standards 
and could be a danger to children - Toy Industries of Europe 

https://www.toyindustries.eu/the-online-toy-safety-gap-one-year-on/
https://www.toyindustries.eu/the-online-toy-safety-gap-one-year-on/
https://www.toyindustries.eu/80-of-toys-bought-from-third-party-traders-on-online-marketplaces-fail-eu-safety-standards-and-could-be-a-danger-to-children/
https://www.toyindustries.eu/80-of-toys-bought-from-third-party-traders-on-online-marketplaces-fail-eu-safety-standards-and-could-be-a-danger-to-children/


   

 

   

 

We write to you as 180 toy companies, from family-owned SMEs to internationally 

recognised brands, bringing safe play to millions of children.  

 

You have made the protection of children online one of the defining priorities of your 

Commission. We believe this ambition must naturally extend to products sold online. A toy 

bought on an online platform should guarantee the same level of safety as one bought in a 

local toy shop. Today, it does not. 

 

Sellers reach European consumers without any accountability through both European and 

international platforms. This spurs the sale of illegal products such as unsafe and counterfeit 

toys. It undermines the Single Market and fundamental EU rights such as the protection of 

consumers, of the environment and compliant companies’ freedom to conduct business. 
While this creates a competitive imbalance for all European toy companies, there is an 

outsized impact on the SMEs in our sector.   

 

We fully support the Commission's efforts to modernise customs, strengthen market 

surveillance and introduce digital tools such as the Digital Product Passport. We also 

recognise the important role of the Digital Services Act (DSA) in addressing systemic risks 

on the largest platforms. 

 

However, these measures stop short of addressing the accountability gap. Authorities 

cannot inspect every product entering the Union, and the DSA does not establish who is 

legally responsible for the compliance of an individual product where no accountable EU-

based operator exists. 

 

The European Product Act offers a unique opportunity to close this gap.  

 

Our ask does not require platforms to guarantee compliance for every product they facilitate 

the sale of and this is not about creating additional burdens on responsible businesses or 

discouraging e-commerce. It is about ensuring that every company selling toys to European 

children plays by the same rules and that Europe's high safety standards are backed by 

effective accountability. Only such a systemic solution will protect our industry and Europe’s 
most vulnerable consumers.   

 

We hope we can count on your leadership to ensure that the European Product Act closes 

the accountability gap and protects Europe’s children and the European companies that 
have chosen to invest in safety, quality, compliance and innovation. 

 

We would welcome the opportunity to discuss these issues further with members of your 

team.  

 

Yours sincerely, 

The undersigned toy companies (in alphabetical order) 

 

 



   

 

   

 

 

 

 
Iwona Parol 

Commercial Director 

 

Tom Jongeneel 

Director 

 

 

Radomír Švec  
CEO 

 

 

Piotr Pundzis 

Owner 

 

 
Cristina Ruiz Esquiroz 

CEO 

 

 
 

Cristiano Scibetta, 

Alexandra Jost and 

Alexandra von Reeken  

Managing directors 

 

 

Anagram International LLC 

Kyle Duea 

CEO 

 

 
 

Alberto Rivolta 

CEO 

 

 
 

Antoine Rostaing  
Country Manager France 

 

 

 
Poul Erik Pedersen  

CEO 

 

 
 

Peter de Groot  

COO 

 

 
Paweł Antczak  

President of the board 

 

 
Wojciech Bączek 

Owner 

 
 

 
Javier Manzano  

CEO 

 

 
Mustafa Oguz Vanli  

CEO 

 

 
 

Pia Bauer  

Owner 

 



   

 

   

 

 
Raúl Barrado 

CEO 

 

 
Bart Van Nuffel  

Owner 

 

 
 

César Bernabeu Juan 

CEO 

 

 
 

Alessandro Renner  

General Manager of EU 

 

 
 

Marco Rosetti  

General manager 

 

 
Jaime Guerra López  

CEO 

 

 
Javier Giménez Roselló 

CEO 

 

 
Nico Blauw 

CEO 

 

 
Pim Santhuizen 

Director 

 

 

 
Dipl.-Ing. (FH) Paul Heinz 

Bruder  

Managing Partner 

 

 
Daniel Levy 

General Manager 

 

 

 
 

Sophia Eberl  

Managing Director 

 

 

 

 

 
Patrick Krief 

 Président Directeur 

Général 
 

 

 
 

Stefan Krings 

Managing Director / CEO 

Carrera Revell Group 

 

 
 

Polydoros Tzes 

CEO 

 

 
Rosario Carrió Rovira 

CEO 

 

 
 

Gonzalo Blanchard 

CEO 

 

 
Christos Chanos  

CEO 

 

 
 

Vojtech Pánik 

Chairman of the board 

 

 
 

Giovanni Clementoni  

CEO 

 



   

 

   

 

 
 

Miguel Valls 

CEO 

 

 
 

Fernando Falgás Marín 

CEO 
 

 
Ricardo Feist 

CEO 

 

 
 

Thor Skov Jørgensen  

CEO 

 

Dr. Lambert Scheer 

Managing Partner 

 

 
 

Nathalie Gard 
Directrice Générale 

 

 

 
 

Pedro Julio Castillo Campos  

CEO 

  
Manuel Paulo Carvalhinha 

CEO 

 

 

 
 

Britta Andersen  

CEO 

 

 
 

Janusz Dulny 

Co-owner 

 

 
Pedro Julio Castillo Campos 

CEO 

 

 

Anastasis Desyllas 

CEO  
 

 
 

Ignacio Gómez-Ferrer 

CEO 

 

 

Diametral, a.s. 
 

Majtás Vít 

CEO 

 

 
Alain Joly 

Président 
 

 

 
Piotr Burski 

 President of the board 

 

 
 

Andreas Schäfer and 

Thorsten Paedelt 
CEOs 

 

 
 

Julie Chaboud 
Présidente 

 

 

 
 

Fabrice Aumont 
Directeur Général / CEO 

 

 
 

Rafał Goliński 
Vice-Chairman 

 

 

 

 

 



   

 

   

 

 
Bent Drejer 

CEO 

 

 
 

Agnieszka Prokopiak 

CEO 

 

 
Yvain Sogno 

Président Directeur Général 
 

 

 
 

Horst Neidhard 

Managing Partner 

 

 
Alejandro Falomir 

Salcedo 

CEO 

 

 
 

Luca Pelosin  
Group Chief Operations 

 

 
 

Marc Schrag 

Global Sales Director / 

Deputy Managing Director 

 

 
 

Maikel van Noord  

CPO/Shareholder 

 

 
Marcin Czekanow 

Owner 

 

 
Jakob Andersen 

CEO 

 

 
Nikos Giannadakis 

CEO 

 

 
Jose Vicente Juan Aura 

CEO 

 

 
Janusz Kraszek  

CEO 

 

 
 

Gloria Veta  

Sales and Brand Director – 

Shareholder 

 

 
Philippe Bouyer 

Directeur Général 
 

 

 
Vicente Anguiz Cortés 

CEO 

 

 
Cyrille Segura 

Directeur Général 
 

 

 
Giorgio Grassi 

MD 

 

 
Dr. Mario Wilhelm 

CEO 

 

 
 

Lene Haaning 

CEO 

 



   

 

   

 

 
 

Stephan Thauwald  

CEO 

 

 
Ryan Blane 

SVP Commercial EMEA 

 

 
 

Susanna Becker and Beate 

Becker 

Managing Partners 

 

Agnieszka Wróblewska-

Kazakin 

CEO 

 

 
Barbara Fehn-Dransfeld 

and Josephine Dransfeld  

Managing Directors 

 

 
Grzegorz Gołda 

President of the board 

 

 
 

Jan Pavlovič 

Commercial Managing 

Director 
 

 
 

Hermann Hutter 

Managing Partner 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Jeroen Nugteren 

CEO 

 

 

 
 

Giuseppe Cocozza 

Managing Director 

 

 
 

Stefano Gandolfi 

CEO 

 

 
Catherine Varacca 

Responsable de site 

 

 

 
 

Daniel Lloses Padilla 

CEO 

 

 
Mark Hoijtink 

CEO 

 

 
Dag Andersson 

CEO 
 

 
 

Thilan Huong Tran 

CFO/CEO 
Matthias Kienzle 

CEO/CCO 

 

 

 
Petr Nemec 

General Manager 

 

 
Serge Azoulai 

Président 
 

 

 
 

Jaime Martinez 

Board 

 

 
Marianne Lyngby Pedersen 

CEO 

 



   

 

   

 

 
Jane Vestergaard 

CEO 

 

 
 

Frédéric Lehmann 

Senior Vice President – 

Western Europe 
 

 
Christian Andersen 

CEO 

 
 

Lukáš Kochrda 

Owner 

 
 

Dimitri B. Denegris 

CEO 

 

 
Anja Lytzen 

CEO 

 

 
Davide Lisciani 

CEO 

 

 
 

Tony Mårshans  

CEO 

 

 

 
Krzysztof Biedrzycki  

President of the board 
 

 
Carmen Alejandra Gómez 

Verdú  

CEO 
 

 
 

Vladimír Denk 

Chief Executive Officer 

 

 
 

Antoine Lacroix 

CEO 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Maria del Mar Ordoñez  

Gonzalez-Roman 

CEO 
 

 
 

Kateřina Drdlová 

Managing Director 

 
 

Angelika Musiol 
Limited Partner 

 

 
Riia Sandström  

CEO 

 

 
 

Apostolis Karampatzakis  

SVP and Head of Core 

Europe 

 

 
 

Christian Nilsson 

CEO 
 

 

 
Julien Fournier  

CEO 

 
 

Vladimír Šůla  
CEO 



   

 

   

 

 

 
 

Marco Antonio Juan Palmí  

CEO 
 

 
 

Dr. Rainer Noch 

Owner and Managing 

Director 

 

 
 

Norbert Lier 

President of the board 

 

 
Sibylle Engstrom 

CEO 

 

Philip Mossinger  

CEO 

 

 
Camilo Bernabeu Martínez  

CEO 
 

 
Mag. Dieter Strehl 

Managing Director 

Shareholder 

 

 

 
Marcel Pech 

CEO 

 
Roman Pilch 

Owner 

 

 
 

Milan Gába 

CEO 

 

 
 

Dan Söderdahl Gyllix  

Site Manager / VP 

 

 
Stinne Fruelund 

CEO 

 

 

 
 

Britta Loick  

CEO 

 

 
Bahri Kurter  

Member of the Executive 

Board 

 
 

 

 
Simone Corso 

CEO 

 

 
Stefano Quercetti 

CEO 
 

 
 

Susanne Knoche 

Chief Sales Officer 

 

 
 

Remoundos Christos 

CEO 

 

 
Mike van Noord 

Group CPO at Folat BV and 

Riethmueller GmbH 
 

 
 

Robert Holmgren 

CEO & Head of Sales 

 



   

 

   

 

 
 

Piero Rocca 

Owner 

 

 
Janet Ring 

CEO 

 

 

 
 

Georges Ghougassian  

Directeur Général 
 

 

 
Michael Christian Duus  

CEO 

 

 
Dr. Manfred Ziegler  

CEO 

 

 
Axel Kaldenhoven 

CEO 

 

 
Graziano Grazzini 

CEO 

 

 
Leonidas Oyaga  

CEO 

 

 
 

Sofie Vandewyer 

CEO 

 

 
 

Therése Olander 

CEO 

 

 
 

Véronique Debroise 
Présidente 

 

 

 
Xavier Sinan 

Gérant 
 

 

 
 

Boris Scholtz 

Owner & Director 

 
 

Philippe Leroy Sahli  

PDG 
 

 

 
Felix Stork 

Group Director Marketing 

  
 

Rolf Vandoren 

Founder & CEO 
 

 
 

Michal Štrobl 
Senior Business Director 

 

 
 

Alexis Delmore 

Managing Director 

 

 
Padraig Smyth 

Co-Founder 

 

 
Vincent Godart 

Directeur Général 
 

 



   

 

   

 

 
 

Jin Calta 

CEO 

 

 
Cédric Huguet  

Président 
 

 

 
 

John Papadopoulos 

CEO 

 

Christos Michalos 

Owner 

 

 
 

Lauri Nieminen 

CEO 

 

 
 

Mary Wood 

Managing Director 

 

 
Héctor Rubini 

CEO 

 

 
 

Antonio Noguera Ramis 

CEO 

 

 
 

Dennis Gies 

CEO 

 
 

Jesper Tejls 

CEO 

 
Dario Bertè 

CEO 
 

 
Julia Graeber 

Chairperson of the Board 

Dorthe Pind 

CEO 

 

 

 
 

Amparo Payá Valdés 

CEO 

 

 

 
 

Caroline Kjellme 

CEO 

 

 
Florent Charmeteau 

Directeur Général Adjoint 
 

 

 
 

Marcin Woźniak 

President of the board 

 

 
Petra Hrůzová 

CEO 

 

 
Marlies Evelin Wyrobisch 

Managing Director 

 

 
Alexandre Swain 

Directeur Général 
 

 



   

 

   

 

 

Mette Winther  

Managing Director 
 

 
Nadja Lüders 

Board Member 

 
 

Thomas Eichhorn 

Managing Director 

 

 
 

Martin Müller 

Owner 

 

 

This initiative is supported by: 

 

  

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 


